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       Curriculum Connections Guide 

Storytelling Through Sound  
Hope Cowan   Performance  
   Grades K-12 
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMANCE 
Music tells stories just like your favorite books. Experience both a performance element and an interactive project 
element. Explore the techniques composers use to tell their stories, and relate the musical ideas back to literary 
techniques. Students can then invent their own sound story, and hear it come to life on the harp in the second 
portion of this visit. Please allow for a 90-minute session. 
 
TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills):                                                         

 
 

Music Science Lang. 
Arts 

Math Social 
Studies 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate musical artistry by singing songs in groups and moving 
  to the music. 
* Demonstrate appropriate concert etiquette during live performances. 
* Identify, discuss, and investigate sound energy. 
* Write stories and poems that express their ideas and feelings about  
  real or imagined people, events, and ideas. 
 
 

K K.2,K.4 K.6 K.10, 11 K.1 K.11 

1 1.3, 1.6 1.6 1.11 1.1 1.15 

2 2.3, 2.6 2.6 2.11 2.1 2.15 

3 3.3, 3.6 3.6 3.11 3.1 3.15, 3.16 

4 4.3, 4.6 4.6 4.11 4.1 4.2 

5 5.3, 5.6 5.6 5.11 5.1 5.21, 5.23 

6 6.3, 6.5  6.10 6.1 6.15 

7 7.3, 7.5  7.10 7.1 7.19  

8 8.3, 8.5  8.10 8.1 8.23  

HS  Physics 
7 

Eng I: 13  World 
Hist. 25 

 

 
STAAR (State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness): 

Writing Grade 4 
Grade 7 

Reporting 
Category 1 

Science Grade 5 
Grade 8 

Reporting 
Category 2 

 

The Students Will: 
* Demonstrate an ability to compose a variety of written texts with a 
  clear, central idea; coherent organization; sufficient development; and 
  effective use of language and conventions. 
* Demonstrate an understanding of force, motion, and energy and their 
  relationships. 
 

 
 
Academic Vocabulary: 
Setting *  The time and place of a story. In music, this is the key or home base note. 

 
Characters * The people or animals in a story. In music, this is tunes or rhythms that repeat.  

 
Plot * Storyline that includes (1) Introduction, (2) Rising action, (3) Climax, (4) Falling action, (5) 

Resolution. In music this is the changing musical feel; different sections. 
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Conflict * A serious disagreement, argument or fight. In music, this is loud or dissonant sound. 

 
Theme * An idea that recurs in or pervades a work of art or literature. In music, this is the overall 

purpose or idea. 
 

Onomatopoeia Words that sound like what they mean, such as “Bang!” 
 

Repetition Words or phrases that repeat in a story, such as “Little Pig, Little Pig, Let me in!” 
 

Alliteration Words that begin with the same sound, such as “big, brown bear.” 
 

Sound * Vibrations that travel through the air or another medium and can be heard when they 
reach a person's or animal's ear. 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS: 
 
Before the performance 

• What is your favorite story? 
• Have you ever written a story?  
• What are the parts of a story? Make a conceptual web. 

 
 
After the performance: 
 

• What did you learn about stories?  
• What did you learn about music? 
• Write, draw, tell, sing, dance, or act out your favorite part of the presentation. 

 
Language Arts:  
 

• Read/sing a ballad, such as “John Henry” or “Clementine”, and compare it to what you learned in the 
presentation.  

• Study an opera, and compare it to the elements of a story. 
• Study a musical piece, such as “Peter and the Wolf,” that has a story. 
• Write an original story, using onomatopoeia, repetition and alliteration.   

 
 
 
 
Math:  
 

• Write an original math problem, using ideas from the performance.  
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Social Studies: 
 

• Research famous American or international storytellers. 
• Study the history of stories told in song, such as ballads, opera, or musicals.  

 
 
 
 
 
Science:  
 

• Research how sound is created. 
• Create and experiment with your own homemade instruments.  

 
 
 
 
Resources: 
 
Related Websites:  
https://www.ket.org/education/resources/creating-sound-story-lesson-plan/ 
 
https://supereasystorytelling.com/free-writing-lesson-plans.html 
 
http://legacyexchange.smarttech.com/search.html?q=writing+stories&subject=All+subjects&grade=All+grades&re
gion=en_US 
 
 

 
 
ABOUT THE ARTIST: 
A professional harpist based in Houston, Hope Cowan frequently performs as a soloist, chamber musician, 
orchestral player and event harpist. She is also sought after as a harp teacher, and teaches lessons to students of 
all ages. Ms. Cowan relocated to Houston to pursue music education and has a Master's of Music Degree from Rice 
University and a Bachelor's of Music from the University of Houston. 
 
 


